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Abstract

The Gold Museum, New Taipei City Government
is located in Jinguashi, Ruifang District, New Taipei
City. Geographically Jinguashi is adjacent to the
Northeast coast of Taiwan, forming a scenic mining
area together with Jiufen and Shuinandong. Historically
Jinguashi was once a prosperous gold mining town
populated by over tens of thousands gold-diggers
around a hundred years ago but had gradually lost its
glamour after the gold rush. In 2004 the Gold Museum
founded by the former Taipei County Government
was inaugurated. It is the first museum in Taiwan
that operates based on the concept of ecomuseum.
The Museum has worked with local communities to
thoroughly conserve and present Jinguashi's unique
natural ecology, historic mining remains, and cultural
landscape. For nearly eight years of taking root in the
local communities the museum gradually needs to
meet people's expectations of their government and
to take responsibility for local tourism development.
It mobilizes cultural resources and forms consensuses
in local communities by organizing exhibitions,
researches, metal craft educational activities, and
ecological tourism. It seems that government-run local
museums needs not only to conserve and display local
culture and architecture but also to live up to people's
expectations of invigorating local tourism. How do they

play these two roles at the same time?

Eco-museums need to play an active rather
than passive role when facing natural ecology
and community residents; they need to strengthen
community participation to attract local visitors. The
Gold Museum's strategies with regard to exhibitions
and researches are to conserve the mining culture and
to restore the living environment. In recent years the
museum has focused on diversification and local culture
in its exhibitions and activities. It has discovered,
approved, and developed local arts and creativity. It
has supported local development from the perspective
of cultural heritage preservation. It has seen potential
of "the Shui Jin Jiu historic mining site" being listed
as a world heritage site. This essay is to take a in-depth
look at how a local museum balances cultural property
preservation with local tourism development and how
it communicates with the central government, local

residents, and the general public.
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