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The Construction and Development of the Ruifang Mine in the Japanese
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Abstract

As one of the three major mines in the Japanese Colonial
Period, the Ruifang Mine, which is situated in the famous
tourism attraction Jiufen, has become a potential world heritage
site. Despite the Japanese enterprise Fujita Group’s monopoly
of mining rights in the initial Japanese Colonial Period, the Yan
Yunnian family and many other Taiwanese people subsequently
played an important role in the implementation and management
of mining operations. Through researching into the progression
of construction and development of mines, the authors of this
paper learned that the government of Japan, out of great concern
for the mining industry, dispatched technicians to conduct
investigations and to offer professional guidance, which in
turn expanded scope of mining activities and improved mining
techniques when coupled with advanced machines and facilities
introduced by the Fujita Group. Meanwhile, taking advantage
of his knowledge of what Taiwanese and Japanese people
needed, Yan Yunnian on one hand integrated capital and human
resources from Taiwanese people, established companies, built
up competitive advantages, and eventually procured the entire
region’s mining rights. On the other hand, Yan Yunnian adopted
the practice of subcontract to share profits from gold mining
with subcontractors, which not only received support from local
people who subsequently erected monuments to commemorate
Yan Yunnian’s virtue and conduct, but also repeatedly enabled
gold production to break through its restrictions. Due to the
vigorous participation of Taiwanese people in the mining
business, class segmentation was not obvious in the Ruifang
Mine Village. The organic development and the configuration
of various architectures that were being juxtaposed gave birth to
prosperous and bustling shopping streets in the village.

Keywords: Ruifang Mine, Jiufen, gold ore, mining infrastructure,
Taiyang Mining Corporation Ltd.
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