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Rituals performed at mines — a study of the history of rituals of mountain
deities in Jinguashi
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Abstract

This paper consists of two parts. The first part
introduces the Taiwan Governor- General's Office’s
religious policies during the Japanese colonial period
and discusses about matters pertinent to the Deities of
the Mountain Shrine (which is also known as Ogon
Shrine or Gold Temple) in the policies. The second
part analyzes the special characteristics of rituals of
mountain deities in Jinguashi, observes the delicate
changes on rituals of mountain deities in the context of
the aforementioned religious policies. By comparing
Jinguashi Mine with Ruifang Mine, as well as by
presenting the case of ritual of mountain deities of
Hitachi Mine in Japan, this paper further explicates
the special position of ritual of mountain deities in the

entertainment life of the mining communities.

Keywords: the deities of the mountain shrine in
Jinguashi, rituals of mountain deities, religious policies

of the Taiwan Governor- General's Office
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