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Abstract

Aluminum products can be found everywhere in
our daily life. Aluminum is a prevalent and almost in-
dispensable material to most people. Compared with
other metals that have been used by humans for a long
time, aluminum has not been discovered, refined and
made into handy objects until modern times. Alu-
minum is a lightweight metal that is highly resistant
to erosion and can greatly conduct heat and electricity.
Aluminum is so ductile and malleable that it can easily
be formed and processed. With its unique properties
and abundance in the earth, aluminum has played an

important role in humans’ life.

This thesis first explores the discovery of alu-
minum and the development of aluminum smelting
techniques, and briefly gives an account on how alu-
minum is used and made into life products and arts
throughout the course of history. The thesis then dis-
cusses techniques of aluminum anodizing and dying.
As a conclusion, it examines how such techniques can
inject new aesthetics and inspiration to modern-day

metal and jewelry arts.

Keywords: aluminum, art of aluminum anodizing,
aluminum anodizing and dying, modern metal and

jewelry arts, aluminum alloy design
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