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Discovery of Enargite and Jinguashi
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Abstract

In the 37th year of Meiji during the period of
Japanese rule (1904), enargite was first discovered in
Jinguashi. This discovery had turned Jinguashi not just
a gold mine but a gold-copper mine since then. What is
enargite? What is enargite's distribution in Jinguashi?
How is the enargite refining method different from the
refining method of gold? What kind of changes did the
discovery of enargite bring during the period of Meiji
and Taisho (from 1895 to 1925)? This article intends
to review the Jinguashi's mining history during the
Meiji and Taisho period from the perspective of the
discovery of enargite. This article covers the discovery
of enargite, the differences between Benshan Tunnel
and Changjen First Tunnel, characteristics of enargite
and the investigation reports done by the Office of
Governor-General Office of Taiwan (the highest
administrative institution existed under Japanese rule)

and Japanese mineralogists.

Keywords: enargite, Jinguashi, hydrometallurgy,

pyrometallurgy
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