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“Sites of Japan's Meiji Industrial Revolution: Iron and Steel,
Shipbuilding and Coal Mining”

—Significance of Its Inscription on the World Heritage List and the

Future Tasks—
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Abstract

This report summarizes following five points in
regard to the significance of inscription of “Sites of
Japan's Meiji Industrial Revolution: Iron and Steel,
Shipbuilding and Coal Mining” on the World Heritage
List and its future tasks. These five points consist of 1)
its Outstanding Universal Value as a World Heritage
property, 2) new protection system established prior to
the nomination, 3) eight additional recommendations
included in the Decision made by the World Heritage
Committee at the time of inscription, 4) current state
of the selected several component parts of the property
and their concepts and ongoing measures taken for
conservation, presentation, and interpretation, 5) future

tasks with personal views.

Section 1) refers to the Japan's unique process for
development to a modern industrial state in the fields
of iron and steel, shipbuilding and coal mining through
three stages; A) making challenges with try and error,
B) introducing new technologies from the Western
countries, C) establishing industrial infrastructure.
This section is based on the Statement of Outstanding
Universal Value adopted by the world Heritage
Committee at its inscription on the World Heritage

List.

Section 2) refers to that new legislative protective
system other than the Law for the Protection of
Cultural Properties has been introduced for operational
component parts and new organization for consensus
building among the owners, relevant governmental
bodies, and local residents were set up for both the

property as a whole and eight areas divided according

to the regional locations of the component parts.

Section 3) refers to that the Government of Japan is
elaborating to prepare the State of Conservation Report
that was requested for submission to UNESCO by
December 1st, 2017, and considering special attention
be taken to the close relationship and harmonization
among the individual responses to the eight additional
recommendations made by the World Heritage

Committee.

Section 4) refers to the current state of preservation and
utilization of each of the component parts; Hashima
Coal Mine, Nirayama Reverberatory Furnace, Mietsu
Naval Dock, and Miike Coal Mine. And finally, Section

5) refers to the future tasks with my personal views.
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