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The Gold Industry in Taiwan During the Early Period of Japanese
Rule (1895-1912)
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Abstract

Taiwan’s gold industry began during Guang
Xu’s Regime in Qing Dynasty and gold resources
were comprehensively developed under Japanese
rule. Lode mining became a thriving industry during
the Japanese colonial period while placer mining
declined. The majority of mining rights were in the
hands of Japanese during the Taisho period (from
1912 onwards). Gold in Taiwan held a certain degree
of importance on Japan’s stable monetary system and
its aggression after the First Sino-Japanese War. The
mines in Taiwan were one of the top gold-producing
areas among all regions under Japanese occupation.
However, gold in Taiwan should not be overestimated
in terms of its contribution to Japan’s gold stock or

even the development of modern capitalism in Japan.
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