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Landscape Change and the Driving Factors Analysis of Mining

Heritages: A Case Study of the Houtong Coal-Mine Ecological Park
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items, and among them, mining landscape is an
important type of industrial landscapes, while industrial

landscapes are part of the cultural landscapes.

In the past, when initiating mining in natural
environment, human beings usually experienced the
development process from adapting to the natural
environment to reforming natural environment
gradually. This article takes Houtong mining landscape,
located in Ruifang District of New Taipei City, as an
example to discuss the landscape construction and its
operation previously dominated by the mining industry
development and then by individual or joint decision-
making driving force from multiple stakeholders when

getting into the post-mining era.

This research, adopting the case study method
to integrate literature data as well as the findings of
field investigations and interviews of oral history,
review and discuss the evolution of the landscape
from 1990 to the present. During this period, Houtong
Coal-Mine Ecological Park start operation on July 24,
2010, and the landscape preservation of the mining
industry has received more attention and concerns
since then. However, the tourist flows and regional
redevelopment have also threatened and impacted the
mining cultural heritage remained, and hence, part of
it has been demolished or altered due to the transfer of
property right. This is an important topic worth further

exploring.

The main cultural assets value of this case lies
in the cultural heritage of the coal mining industry

lasting more than a century. This industrial landscape

continuously accumulated and changed with industrial
demands, has been preserved quite intact on site,
however, such authenticity and integrity are now
challenged and threatened by the local driving force
of redevelopment. Its future prospect relies on the
intentions and decisions of the land or building owners;
however, on top of that, the sense of identity plus the
force of action from the local people, especially the
previous mining workers and their families, combined
with the cultural landscape registration mechanism that
is currently under discussion, will be also crucial to
the sustainability of the landscape management of the

mining heritage.

Keywords : Cultural landscape, Mining heritage,
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