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Rikichi Shimada's Deeds in Taiwan and his Influence on

Chinkuashih Area
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Abstract

In 1895 (the 21st year of Qing Guangxu), the
Sino-Japanese War broke out between China and
Japan. China was defeated, which then caused Taiwan
to be ceded to Japan and became Japan’s first colony.

In that year, the Japanese began to colonize and rule
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Taiwan and actively engaged in various developments
in Taiwan. Since gold ore was found in the northern
part of Taiwan, Japanese people and their companies
who were interested to invest in this industry came
to Taiwan to seek opportunities, which led to the
flourishing of various industries in Taiwan and the
prosperity of local areas. In this article, we are going
to discuss the difficulties faced by Rikichi Shimada,
who was assigned by the Japanese Mining Corporation
to push forward gold mining in Taiwan during the
colonial rule of Taiwan, and how he brought the
gold production business in Taiwan to the peak.
Furthermore, during his five-year tenure in Taiwan,
how he interacted with the people of Taiwan and what
specific influence he had exerted on the Chinkuashih

region.

Keywords: Rikichi Shimada, Huang Ren-xiang,

Chinkuashih, Taiwan Mining Corporation, gold mines
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